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Sherer Sponsors Bill Affecting Israel Travel 
 

 
Would Prohibit Discrimination in Life Insurance based 

on Lawful Travel Destinations 
 

Special to the Jewish Ledger 
 

HARTFORD—State Rep. Donald B. Sherer, R-
147, Stamford, New Canaan, has cosponsored and voted 

for legislation that would prohibit discrimination in life insurance based on travel to 
Israel.  

 
In a unanimous vote, the state House of Representatives April 11 apporved the 

legislation, SB 259. It now goes to the state Senate where passage is expected and then to 
Gov. M. Jodi Rell for her signature. 
 

“For those of us who travel to Israel regularly, we and our families would be 
adversely impacted, if we cannot obtain life insurance,” said Rep. Sherer. 

 
The bill limits a life insurer’s ability to underwrite a policy based on a person’s 

past or future travel. Under the bill, an insurer cannot, on the basis of lawful travel, deny 
life insurance, charge different premiums or cancel a policy. Under the bill, if an insurer 
will deny coverage, then that company cannot write policies in Connecticut. 
 
 “Some life insurance companies have excluded or denied coverage based on a 
person’s future, lawful travel plans,” said Rep. Sherer. “Insurers have denied covered to 
Connecticut resident because of travel to Israel. This simply is not right and should not 
continue.” 
 

“The legislature has heard public testimony that it can be more dangerous to 
travel to portions of the United States than to Israel,” added Rep. Sherer. “For example, 
in the U.S., statistics show there are 1,700 homicides per 100,000 people. In Israel, there 
are only 11 homicides per 100,000 people.” 
 

“An expert testified that there is a 65% greater chance of dying in the U.S. in a car 
accident than the chance of dying in either a terrorist event or car accident in Israel,” Rep 
Sherer added. 

 
 



Rep. Sherer serves the 147th Assembly District of Stamford and New Canaan in the state 
House of Representatives. 


